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Information: 
 

 Minister:  
       Rev. Shawn Yagi 
 
 3-3556 Kuhio Hwy 
 Lihue, HI  96766 
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  808-245-6262 
 Minister‘s Residence:   
  808-245-4543 

 Minister’s email 
       syagi@honpahi.org  
 Emergency: 
 808-364-2825 
 Preschool:   
  808-245-7857 
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@gmail.com 
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Calendar of Events 

JULY 2026 

 

Sun 5 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service 

Birthday & Monthly 

Memorial 

Thur 9   7:00 PM Board of Directors Mtg. 

(via videoconference) 

Sun 12   9:00 AM Family Dharma Service 

Sun 19   9:00 AM Family Dharma Service 

Sun 26  9:00 AM Family Dharma Service 

Thur 30 6:30 PM - 

8:00 PM 

Summer Session, on-line 

Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Aaron 

Shōken Proffitt 

See page 9 for more 

information 

Office Hours 

Rev. Yagi is the oversee minister for Kapa’a 

Hongwanji in addition to being the resident 

minister for LHM.  

Rev. Yagi will be in Kapa’a one day per 

week, on Wednesdays, and on the last 

Sunday of each month.  All times are 

subject to change based on needs. If you 

would like to talk with Rev. Yagi, please call 

to make an appointment. 

 

Mondays and Fridays are Rev. Yagi’s days 

off; the additional day off per Honpa 

guideline changes.   

Please remember to call ahead of time if 

you wish to see Rev. Yagi. 

Columbarium Hours 

Our Columbarium is locked 24/7.   

If you wish to visit the Columbarium, please call 

the temple, (808) 245-6262, to make 

arrangements with Rev. Yagi during office hours. 

Thank you for your understanding.   

 

AUGUST 2026 

  
Sun 2 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service 

Birthday & Monthly  

Memorial 

Sun 9   9:00 AM 

 

10:00 AM 

Family Dharma Service 

 

LHWA Meeting after  

refreshments 

Thur 13  7:00 PM Board of directors Mtg. 

(via videoconference) 

Sun 16   9:00 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

Family Dharma Service 

 

Appreciation Party 

See Front Page for RSVP 

information 

Sun 23 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service 

Sun 30 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service 
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  The Light That Continues to Guide Us 

As we enter the month of July, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude 

to everyone who helped make our Lihue Hongwanji Bon Dance on June 19 

and 20 such a wonderful success. 

From the many volunteers who spent weeks preparing food, built new 

Yagura, setting up tents, decorating the temple grounds, practicing dances, 

managing parking, selling foods, welcoming guests, and cleaning up 

afterward, your dedication and hard work made this year's Bon Dance 

possible. On behalf of the temple, thank you for sharing your time, energy, and spirit of 

cooperation. The success of Bon Dance is truly the result of many people working together 

with a common purpose. 

Bon Dance is often seen as a community celebration filled with music, dancing, delicious food, 

and fellowship. While all of these are important parts of the tradition, Obon also invites us to 

pause and reflect upon a deeper question: How did we become who we are today? 

The origin of Obon can be traced to a Buddhist story about Mokuren, a disciple of the Buddha 

who wished to repay the kindness of his mother. The heart of the story is gratitude. It reminds 

us not to forget the many people whose care and sacrifices support our lives. 

In Jodo Shinshu, Obon is not a time when we believe our loved ones return to this world for a 

few days. Rather, it is a season of remembrance and gratitude. It is an opportunity to reflect 

upon the countless causes and conditions that have made our lives possible. 

When we think about our parents, grandparents, relatives, teachers, friends, and mentors, we 

realize that their influence continues long after they are gone. Many of us have experienced 

moments when we catch ourselves saying something our parents used to say, preparing a 

favorite family recipe, or remembering a lesson that still guides us today. In these moments, 

we recognize that those who have passed away continue to live on through the values, 

kindness, and wisdom they shared with us. 

During our Bon, we display Bon Chochin lanterns hanging the names of loved ones. These 

lanterns serve as beautiful reminders of those who came before us. They encourage us to 

remember with gratitude rather than sadness alone. They remind us that our lives are 

connected to many others, both past and present. 

The light of the lantern surrounding the Yagura can also remind us of the boundless wisdom 

and compassion of Amida Buddha. Just as a lantern illuminates the darkness without 

discrimination, Amida Buddha's compassion embraces all beings exactly as they are. 

As we reflect upon another Obon season, may we appreciate the many people whose lives 

continue to guide and inspire us. May we recognize the blessings we have received, and may 

we respond with hearts filled with gratitude. 

Once again, thank you to everyone who contributed to this year's Bon Dance and to all who 

participated in our Bon and Hatsubon observances. Your support helps preserve these 

meaningful traditions for future generations. 

Namo Amida Butsu. 

Dharma Message from Rev. Yagi  
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HHMH REPRESENTED AT WHITE 
HOUSE VESAK 
The International Buddhist 
Association of America (IBAA) 
hosted the Fifth Annual Vesak Lamp 
Lighting Ceremony at the White 
House in Washington, D.C., on June 

11, 2026. This year’s ceremony brought together 
Buddhist leaders, monastics, and representatives 
from diverse traditions, along with ambassadors and 
dignitaries from South and Southeast Asia, in a spirit 
of friendship, cultural understanding, and peace. 
Representing the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawaii, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani attended the 
event together with Bishop Marvin Harada of the 
Buddhist Churches of America and Rev. Kiyonobu 
Kuwahara of the Jodo Shinshu International Office. 
Vesak commemorates the birth, enlightenment, and 
parinirvana of Shakyamuni Buddha. Celebrated by 
Buddhists throughout the world for more than 2,500 
years, Vesak was formally recognized by the United 
Nations in 1999 as an international day of 
significance. 
This year’s White House Vesak Ceremony was 
organized by Mrs. Wangmo Dixey, President of the 
IBAA, in cooperation with the White House Faith 
Office, particularly Pastor Paula White-Cain. 
In her welcome message, Mrs. Dixey stated: 
“This year is especially meaningful as our nation 
celebrates the 250th anniversary of the United 
States of America. It is fitting that we gather in this 
historic place, representing many cultures, 
traditions, and faiths, united by our shared 
aspirations for peace, understanding, and a better 
future for all. We are supported by the enduring 
American ideals of religious freedom and mutual 
respect—values that have allowed diverse spiritual 
traditions to flourish and contribute to the richness 
of our nation.” 
Mrs. Dixey also noted that Buddhism is practiced 
today by hundreds of millions of people around the 
world. Across the United States, nearly 4,000 
temples, monasteries, meditation centers, and 
practice communities serve people from all walks of 
life. One of America’s unique strengths, she 
explained, is that the Theravada, Mahayana, and 
Vajrayana traditions have all flourished side by side. 

While many countries may be home to only one 
Buddhist tradition, the United States offers 
opportunities for Buddhists of different traditions to 
learn from, appreciate, and support one another 
while remaining united in their shared values. 
The ceremony included messages from 
representatives of the White House Faith Office, the 
lighting of lamps, and chants and aspirations offered 
by representatives of the Theravada, Mahayana, and 
Vajrayana traditions. Bishop Marvin Harada lit the 
ceremonial lamp on behalf of the Mahayana 
tradition. Bishop Harada, Bishop Umitani, and Rev. 
Kuwahara then joined other Mahayana 
representatives in chanting sutras and offering 
aspirations for peace and harmony. 
Reflecting on the experience, Bishop Umitani 
shared: 
“It was truly a privilege and honor to participate in 
the Vesak Ceremony at the White House. As I joined 
the service, I felt the beauty of diversity and the 
richness of the Buddhist traditions that have 
flourished throughout the United States. As one of 
these traditions, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawaii has both a place and a responsibility to 
continue sharing the Buddha’s Wisdom and 
Compassion—values that transcend differences and 
unite humanity.” 
 
JOB OPPORTUNITY AT HHMH 

The Headquarters/Office of the Bishop is looking 
for an Administrative Assistant. The position is at 
the HQ office is fulltime 40 hours per week 
Monday to Friday (on-site). This position will 
provide administrative, financial, & event 
coordination to the HQ, Kyodan Board of 
Directors, & committees. HHMH provides medical 
insurance, vacation/sick leave, 401k with 
matching. Please contact Derrick Inouye (Business 
Manager) at 808-522-9200 or at 
dinouye@honpahi.org. 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
 Web: hongwanjihawaii.com Email: hqs@honpahi.org  

To read the complete newsletter, learn about 

workshops, seminars, and opportunities and to see 

photos, please click on the Honpa Hongwanji 

newsletter link below. 

https://hongwanjihawaii.com/news/newsletter/ 

mailto:dinouye@honpahi.org?subject=Job%20Opportunity%20at%20the%20HHMH
http://www.hongwanjihawaii.com/
mailto:hqs@honpahi.com
https://hongwanjihawaii.com/news/newsletter/


 
Page 5 Dharma Wheel       7/2026 

Appreciation Party Prizes 

Donations for prizes for the Appreciation Party  in August will be gratefully 

accepted. Gift cards, monetary donations or ?????. 

If you would like to donate, please TEXT Gail Shibuya at 808-635-4053 prior 

to donation.   Be sure to include your name in the text.  

Mahalo! 

      See the Front Page for Appreciation Party information. 

Appreciation Party, August 16 

The Appreciation Party is to thank all LHM members for their year-round 

support and to show our appreciation to non-members who volunteered for 

Bon Dance.   ALL LHM members are invited for this Appreciation Party at no 

cost along with non-member bon dance volunteers.  Please RSVP with  your 

attendance by August 2 as we need an accurate count for the bento lunches.  Please join  us! 
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Thanks to the many people who helped before and during our Bon Dance. Without the 

volunteer help working to complete all of the large and small tasks associated with Bon Dance, it 

would not happen.  Mahalo! 
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The new Yagura was designed by Roy Tanaka and Craig Koga.  It was fabricated by Craig 

Koga and Stanley Kua, along with help from the Koga family and friends; Lori, Chad, Travis, 

Shelea, Kiana, Brandon and Tyler.  It was put up with help from Scott, Shari and Shea.  The 

lumber for the stairs and the supporting wooden structure was cut by Walter Yasumoto, 

Dennis Muffly and Jimmy Yamamoto who also helped Morton Yamasaki paint the lumber. 

Roy Tanaka also designed the yagura with a quick and easy system to bring it down safely. 

Mahalo for all of the work!  
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The Buddhist Study Center presents Summer Session 2026 
    “Rethinking Buddhist Education” 
          Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Aaron Shōken Proffitt 
     July 25 - July 29, 2026 
 
Registration and Donations 
To view the programs and register, please click here.  Register for  
in-person or online attendance.  Registration deadline is July 20, 2026. 
  
Kauai will have an online event on Thursday July 30 from 6:30 pm - 8:00 
pm. Attendance is free but registration is necessary.  See page 9 for 
registration information and information about the speaker. 

NOTICE OF SUSPICIOUS EMAIL 

A  scam is currently targeting Hawaii ministers. Please be aware 

of any emails claiming to be from any Hongwanji minister asking 

for your "discreet assistance" (or your money)! Please do not 

respond to the email and delete it. 
  

If you receive any suspicious emails from an address that does not match Rev. Yagi's 
contact information, DO NOT REPLY  AND DELETE THE EMAIL IMMEDIATELY! 

 
Rev. Yagi's official email address is: syagi@honpahi.org  This is the only address 

used for work-related matters.  

 

Please be aware and protect yourself online: https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-

recognize-avoid-phishing-scams 

BE AWARE AND STAY SAFE. 

 

2026 Kauai Bon Dance Schedule 

July 3-4 No Bon Dance 

July 10-11 Kauai Soto Zen Temple 

July 17-18 Kapa'a Hongwanji Mission 

July 24-25 West Kauai Hongwanji—Hanapepe Temple 

https://bschawaii.org/summer-session/
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-avoid-phishing-scams
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-avoid-phishing-scams
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Click below to register or use the QR code 

Registration Deadline July 23, 2026 

https://forms.gle/F1ncQVXdh7tWcd5a9  

When you complete the seminar registration, you will receive an automatic 

confirmation email. 

https://forms.gle/F1ncQVXdh7tWcd5a9
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2026 

LHWA Meetings for 2026 
 

All of the LHWA meetings  
will take place after refreshments. 

Dates are subject to change. Please 
check here & page 2 for updates. 

Wear your purple shirt  
if you have one. 

 
August 9 

November 15 

 The World BWA Convention is held every four years, 

rotating among the world districts.  Hawaii has the 

privilege of hosting the convention in 2027.  We last 

traveled to Kyoto, Japan in 2023 and combined it with the 

Joint Celebration of the 850th birthday of Shinran Shonin 

and the 800th anniversary of the establishment of the 

Hongwanji at Honzan. 

Join the LHWA for the opportunity to attend the World 

Convention, meet fellow Buddhist followers from Japan, 

Canada, the US mainland and Brazil, participate in 

educational workshops, and enjoy the fun and excitement 

of the event.   

Go to https://hawaiibwa.org/world-convention-

2027/registration/   for information. 
  

September 11-12, 2027 

Hilton Hawaiian Vil-
lage Village 

Live Peace, Live Aloha, Live as One in the Nembutsu 

 

Thank you to everyone who came out 

to help make all of  the baked goods 

that were sold at the Country Store. 

Many hands helped with mixing, 

baking, packaging, sealing and labeling 

everything for sale. 

https://hawaiibwa.org/world-convention-2027/registration/
https://hawaiibwa.org/world-convention-2027/registration/


 

Page 11 Dharma Wheel       7/2026 

 

LHM Summer Fun Program 

 

Every year graduating high school seniors 
come back to the LHM Preschool where 
they first began their education. 

LHM Preschool Graduation, May 28, 
with 28 4- and 5-year olds graduating. 
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DHARMA DRAGONS 

are fighting Cancer  

  

You can help by: 

Joining our team  

Register online at 

www.relayforlife.org/kauaihi 

Our team name is "Dharma 

Dragons"  

Contact Lynne by email:  

lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com 

 

Supporting our team 

Send a check payable to: 

American Cancer Society  

c/o Dharma Dragons @ LHM 

3-3556 Kuhio Hwy. 

Lihue, HI  96766 

    Assistant Director 
Do you know of anyone seeking a position in an educational setting? 

Lihue Hongwanji Preschool is seeking an Assistant Director.  Join 

Sandie Fujimoto’s team of teachers at an established preschool that 

has served Kauai for 58 years.  

Qualifications include: Bachelors degree from an accredited College/University or 2 years 

College (60 credits) from an accredited College/University. 

Good hours, good benefits and excellent working conditions! 

Submit a resume to us at LHPreschoolAdm@gmail.com   

http://www.relayforlife.org/kauaihi
mailto:LHPreschoolAdm@gmail.com
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS: 
In memory of Agnes Miyamoto (25 Yrs.) 
     Janet Niitani & Family 
In memory of Harumi Yoshida (25 Yrs.) 
     Judy Yoshida 
In memory of Iwao Sasaki (17 Yrs.) 
     Alan & Dale Masumura 
In memory of Kreighton Kondo (13 Yrs.) 
     Emery Kondo 
In memory of Stanley Kono (1 Yr.) 
     Judy Yoshida 
     Jolene Kono 
In memory of Masaichi & Tsurue Morinaka 
     Wilfred Morinaka 
In memory of Virginia Duncan 
     Wayne Fujioka & Carol Valentine 
In memory of M/M Chohei Watanabe 
     Donald & Joann Kawane 
In memory of Kiyoshi & Fumiko Sasaki 
     Kathleen Sasaki 
In memory of Arleen Marugame 
     Kathleen Sasaki 
In memory of Sanji & Kimiko Fujii 
     David & Karen Fujii 
 
COLUMBARIUM DONATIONS: 
In memory of Agnes Miyamoto (25 Yrs.) 
     Janet Niitani & Family 
In memory of Kreighton Kondo (13 Yrs.) 
     Emery Kondo 
In memory of Shiramizu Family 
     Roger & Cheryl Lohman 
In memory of  George & Elsie Toyofuku 
     Guy & Lori Toyofuku 
In memory of Kurashige Family 
     Hiroko Kurashige 
Gladys Fujiuchi 
 
GOTAN-E DONATION: 
Glenn & Gail Shibuya 
Arlene Fujikawa 
Morton & Carolyn Yamasaki 
Natsuko Daida 
Winston & Marian Ogata 
Karen Nishimoto 
Edith Ushio 

Hiroko Kurashige 
Gladys Fujiuchi 
 
O BON DONATION: 
Dennis & Sandra Fujimoto 
Keith & Wanda Fujimoto 
Daniel Yotsuda 
Raymond & Julie Kawamoto 
 
OBON SERVICE DONATION: 
In memory of Joseph, Bernice & Nancy Quon 
     Glenn & Gail Shibuya 
In memory of Masaichi, Ayako & Roy Shibuya 
     Glenn & Gail Shibuya 
Gladys Fujiuchi 
Grace Ishida 
Natsuko Daida 
Hiroko Kurashige 
Emery Kondo 
Edith Ushio 
Blaine Sasaki 
Arlene Fujikawa 
Wayne Fujioka & Carol Valentine 
Roy & Arleen Tanaka 
 
HATSUBON SERVICE DONATION: 
In memory of Stanley Shimabukuro 
     Hazel Shimabukuro & Family 
In memory of Dean & Akiye Higashi 
     Melanie Zaima Higashi 
 
HAPPINESS DONATION: 
Wayne Fujioka & Carol Valentine (Successful Road 
Trip) 
Shirley Hashimoto (Birthday-91) 
Glenn & Gail Shibuya (Great grandson) 
Glenda Akina (Bon Dance Practice) 
 
SPECIAL DONATION: 
Suzette Naito (Altar Flowers) 
 
LANTERNS DONATION: 
In memory of Riyoji & Laura Hirokawa 
     Lynne Hilacion 
In memory of Donald Hirokawa 
     Lynne Hilacion 

If there are errors  please email us at:  lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com  or call the office at 808-245-6262. 

Continued on pag. 15 

mailto:lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com
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In memory of John & Mits Hamakami 
     Karen Nishimoto 
In memory of Arata & Chieko Oda 
     Suzette Naito 
In memory of Oda Family 
     Suzette Naito 
In memory of Shimokawa Family 
     Suzette Naito 
In memory of Setsuo Ushio & Richard Hiraoka 
     Edith Ushio 
In memory of Shoichi & Yaeko Hiraoka 
     Edith Ushio 
In memory of Flora Fujii & Family 
     Edith Ushio 
In memory of Susumi & Clifton Daida 
     Natsuko Daida 
In memory of Naoichi & Ito Tamura 
     Natsuko Daida 
In memory of Midori Kondo & Eugenia Villanueva 
     Lihue Hongwanji Preschool 
In memory of Barbara Miyoshi & Flora Fujii 
     Lihue Hongwanji Preschool 
In memory of Kenneth & Emma Tadaki 
     Dennis & Sandra Fujimoto 
In memory of Shiro & Grace Nakamura 
     Dennis & Sandra Fujimoto 
In memory of Steven Nakamura 
     Dennis & Sandra Fujimoto 
In memory of Robert J. & Dora Nishihara 
     Keith & Wanda Fujimoto 
In memory of Robert K. Nishihara 
     Keith & Wanda Fujimoto 
In memory of Michiyuki & Miyoshi Fujimoto 
     Keith & Wanda Fujimoto 
In memory of Tsumoru& Hideko Nii Family 
     Gladys Fujiuchi 
In memory of Guy Fujiuchi & Family 
     Gladys Fujiuchi 
In memory of Higuchi Family 
     Gordon & Anne Higuchi 
In memory of Ustick Family 
     Gordon & Anne Higuchi 
In memory of Tokutaro & Owari Mamura 
     Gail Mamura Rombaoa 
In memory of Mitsuku & Fujiko Mamura 
     Gail Mamura Rombaoa 
In memory of Owen Mamura & Nando Rombaoa 
    Gail Mamura Rombaoa 

In memory of Ryoichi & Shizue Nakamura 
     Alex & Pauline Nakamura 
In memory of Kiyoshi & Fumiko Sasaki 
     Alex & Pauline Nakamura 
In memory of Mabel Kiikuni 
     Winston & Marian Ogata 
In memory of Yuichi Kiikuni 
     Winston & Marian Ogata 
In memory of Masuda Family 
     Debbie Harris 
In memory of Ed Watanabe Family 
     Shirley Hashimoto 
In memory of Richard Ogata 
     Ann Ogata 
In memory of Linda Uohara 
     Howard Uohara 
In memory of Robert & Yukie Ozaki 
     Milton Ozaki 
In memory of Shigezo & Shizuko Tanaka 
     Roy & Arleen Tanaka 
In memory of Mother 
     Doris Owyang 
In memory of Shigeru Kono 
     Clyde & Jean Kono 
In memory of Yoshiko Kono 
     Clyde & Jean Kono 
In memory of Stanley Kono 
     Clyde & Jean Kono 
 

(Continued from page 15) 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE (HOYO)                                 

JULY - A ugust 

The following is a list of members who passed away during the months of July and August.  In Jodo Shin 

Buddhism, memorial services are observed to remind the family members of the compassion of Amida 

Buddha in memory of the deceased.  Lihue Hongwanji Mission recommends that the families and relatives 

of the deceased members listed below contact the temple office at (808) 245-6262 for an appointment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2025 

2025 July 16 Misao Higashi 

2025 July 28 Dean Higashi 

2025 August 3 Todd Morikawa 

3rd YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2024 

2024 July 30 Cole Forsen 

2024 July 31 Takako Mizutani 

7th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2020 

2020 August 31 Paul Shinseki 

17th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2010 

2010 July 13 Lawrence Reichel 

25th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2002 

2002 August 27 Chizuko Shinseki 

33rd YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—1994 

1994 July 22 Masaji Kusaka 

1994 August 21 Ralph Uohara 

50th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—1977 

1977 July 27 Fusaichi Uohara 

1977 July 29 Sakae Shimokawa 

13th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2014 

2014 July 1 Masaharu Arita 

2014 July 11 Chieko Oda 

2014 August 12 Percival Bailey 

MEMORIALS 



Lihue Hongwanji Mission, a Shin Buddhist Temple 

Lihue Hongwanji Mission 

3-3556 Kuhio Highway 

Lihue, Hawaii  96766 

Return Service Requested 

Nurturing Nembutsu 
  
(Sharing Gratitude) 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

l i huehongwan j i .o rg  

Email:   lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com  

Address Label 

 

Appreciation Party 
Sunday August 16, 2026 

11:00 am, LHM Social Hall 
(see the Front Page for RSVP information) 

2026 BSC Summer Session Kauai Satellite Seminar 

“Show, Don't Tell” 

Thursday, July 30, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Aaron Shōken Proffitt 

See page 9 for information & registration 

mailto:lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com

