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MARCH, 2026

Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude

The Meaning of Spring Ohigan
In March we celebrate Ohigan. We
 usually call this one “Spring Ohigan,”
but March rarely feels like spring — at
2 |east for me! If that’s so, then why do
3 we have Ohigan in March? That’s

9 because it has to do with the equinox:

when the day and night are both the

same amount of time. This sort of equilibrium is supposed to lend
itself to nice conditions that make it ideal for our practice. Of
course, the weather was much more of a factor when Buddha and
the monks and nuns were traveling outside and meditating in
nature.

Presently, and in Jodo Shinshu, we rarely find ourselves meditating
in a forest. However, Ohigan still has great significance in taking
time from our daily lives and reflecting on this concept of balance.
There are many facets of who we are that need balancing, and the
one to pay particular attention to during Ohigan is our spiritual life.
Since we are not monks or nuns, we have not devoted the entirety
of our being to a spiritual path. But this doesn’t mean that there
isn’t a meaningful aspect of it that needs some space in our
schedule.

With that in mind, we can ask ourselves, how are we nurturing our
spiritual side? And after that, are we spending enough time and
effort to do what’s necessary? These can be tricky questions and
have elusive answers. To clarify them, it might be helpful to reflect
on the opposite side of the coin.

Perhaps you feel like you’re lacking connection or having trouble
finding meaning in what you’re doing. Maybe

Continued on page 4
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Calendar of Events

MARCH 2026

Sun 1 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service
Birthday & Monthly
Memorial

Sun 8 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service

Thur 12 7:00 PM Board of Directors Mtg.
(via videoconference)

Sun 15 9:00 AM Spring Higan Service
Speaker: Rev. David
Fujimoto, in-person
speaker

Sun 22 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service

Sat. 28 - State BWA Conference,

& 29 held at the Ala Moana

Sun Hotel on Oahu.

Sun 29 No Service Today as Rev.

Yagi and several
members will be
attending the State BWA
Conference on Oahu
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APRIL 2026

Sun 5 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service
Birthday & Monthly

Memorial

Thur 9 7:00 PM Board of Directors Mtg.

(via videoconference)

Sun 12 9:30 AM Buddha Day Service
West Kauai Hongwaniji,
Hanapepe Temple
Speaker: Rev. Yuika
Hasebe, Hawaii Betsuin

See page 13

Eshinni-Kakushinni
Service

At LHM

Speaker: Mrs. Tamayo
Matsumoto

Sun 19 9:30 AM

Sun 26 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service

< ‘ Columbarium Hours
\m\m\'\a“\“““‘e Our Columbarium is locked 24/7.
If you wish to visit the
Columbarium, please call the
temple, (808) 245-6262, to make arrangements
with Rev. Yagi during office hours.
Thank you for your understanding.

Office Hours
Rev. Yagi is the oversee minister for Kapa’a
Hongwaniji in addition to being the resident
minister for LHM.
Rev. Yagi will be in Kapa’a one day per week,
on Wednesdays, and on the last Sunday of
each month. All times are subject to change
based on needs. If you would like to talk with
Rev. Yagi, please call to make an appointment.

Mondays and Fridays are Rev. Yagi’s days off;
the additional day off per Honpa guideline
changes.

Please remember to call ahead of time if you
wish to see Rev. Yagi.
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Ohigan: Crossing to the Other Shore

Japan has many beautiful customs for honoring loved ones who have
passed on. One of these is Ohigan, a practice rooted in Buddhist tradition
and observed during the spring and fall equinoxes. While Ohigan includes
remembering our ancestors, it is also a meaningful time for personal
reflection and spiritual awareness.

The Buddhist Roots of Ohigan

Buddhism first arrived in Japan in the 6th century, introduced from Korea and China.
According to the Nihon Shoki (The Chronicles of Japan), it was officially recognized during
the reign of Emperor Kinmei in either 552 or 538 CE. In the beginning, there was
uncertainty about whether Buddhism should be embraced, as some feared it might anger
the kami of Shinto belief.

However, through the support of powerful families such as the Soga clan and the leadership
of figures like Prince Shotoku, Buddhism gradually became firmly established in Japan.

Over time, Buddhist teachings deeply shaped Japanese culture, architecture, and spiritual
life. Among the many practices that developed is Ohigan.

What Does “Higan” Mean?

“Higan” literally means “the other shore.” In Buddhist imagery, this

shore represents our present world of suffering and blind passions. The “other shore”
symbolizes awakening, wisdom, and liberation.

Ohigan occurs during the spring and autumn equinoxes, when day and night are of equal
length. In Japan, it is traditionally said that during these days the sun rises due east and sets
due west. In Pure Land Buddhism, the West is associated with the Pure Land of Amida
Buddha. For us in the Jodo Shinshu tradition, this imagery reminds us of Amida’s boundless
compassion that embraces all beings without exception.

Shinran Shonin taught that awakening does not come from our own perfection, but from
entrusting ourselves to Amide’s Vow. The “crossing to the other shore” is not something we
accomplish by our own strength. It is made possible through Other Power (Tariki), the
compassionate working of Amida.

When we recite the Nembutsu—Namu Amida Butsu—it is an expression of gratitude for
that boundless compassion already working in our lives.
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Continued from Front Page

you’re unhappy or constantly upset. If there is a void that is eating at you and you haven’t
been able to pay attention to a solution, it is an opportune time to search now.
Take some time to focus on cultivating the spiritual part to bring balance to your entire life.

Buddhist Church of Sacramento
By Rev. Matt Hamasaki | Ministers Blog
https://www.buddhistchurch.org/news/meaning-of-spring-ohigan

Bk i inl
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Minister’s message continued from page 3
Ohigan in Hawaii
At Lihue Hongwaniji, Ohigan is a special opportunity to gather, listen to
the Dharma and remember our loved ones. Please join our service on March15th at
9:00 am.
Living in Hawaii, we may not see fields of red spider lilies blooming as they do in Japan, but
the spirit of Ohigan remains alive whenever we pause, reflect, and express gratitude.
As we observe Ohigan this March, may we take time to:
Remember those who nurtured and guided us
Reflect on the impermanence of life
Listen deeply to the Buddha-Dharma
Say the Nembutsu in gratitude
Ohigan reminds us that although we live on this “shore” of everyday concerns and limitations,
we are always embraced by the compassionate light of Amida Buddha.

Namu Amida Butsu


https://www.buddhistchurch.org/news/meaning-of-spring-ohigan

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
Web: hongwanjihawaii.com Email: hqs@honpahi.org
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“Awakening to Compassion in Turbulent Times”
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani
February 2, 2026
Dear Dharma Friends,
Today, | write to you with a heavy heart. Mourning the tragic events in
Minnesota caused by state-sanctioned violence and fear, | grieve the lives lost
and the pain families and communities are experiencing, and | send thoughts of loving
kindness and healing to all who are suffering injustice and abuse from unchecked power.
When Japanese and Japanese-American families were targeted because of race, national
origin, and religion, stripped of their dignity, imprisoned without due process guaranteed by
our Constitution, many chose to be silent. Will we remain silent in the face of injustice
today?
Our world feels more divided than ever, and many of us wonder: Where is compassion
today? Relentless images of violence, exclusion, and suffering leave us drained and hopeless.
Walls—both seen and unseen—divide us from one another. We tend to include only those
who agree with us, benefit us, or fit within familiar boundaries, and ignore, dismiss, and

abuse or even harm others as if their lives do not matter. | am left wondering whose dignity
truly matters.

During challenging times, Shinran Shonin’s teachings offer us a meaningful and grounding
perspective on compassion. True compassion does not start with our own strength,
goodness, or moral effort, but arises when we open ourselves to a compassion far greater
than our own—the limitless compassion of Amida Buddha, the dynamic power of
Awakening.

Realizing we are recipients of Great Compassion, our perspective shifts. Before experiencing
this compassion, we may feel like we’re walking alone on a dark, uncertain path. But upon
awakening to Amida Buddha’s compassion, we see that we are walking together with others,
guided by a light that never abandons us.

Compassion is not something we are commanded to practice or compelled to produce—it
naturally arises from gratitude. Saying Namo Amida Butsu is our way of showing
appreciation—thank you for accepting me just as | am. Through true gratitude, we are gently
guided to live with care, humility, and openness toward others. True gratitude forms the
foundation for a more peaceful, humane, and just world.

When we look at our society today, we may feel discouraged by the lack of compassion we
see around us. Yet Shinran Shonin’s teaching invites us to transcend despair by awakening to
the compassion that already sustains us. From that awakening, we are moved to see others’
suffering as our own and to stand in solidarity with those in need.

Compassion is not a heroic act, but a way of being—rooted in gratitude, Continued on page 6
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From page 5

shaped by humility, and expressed through small, everyday encounters. Kind eyes, gentle words,
a listening ear, a willingness to remain present with another’s pain are the natural expressions of
gratitude in a life embraced by Great Compassion.

Especially in uncertain and turbulent times, may we continue to immerse ourselves in the
compassion that flows within and through us. And may that compassion quietly, steadily, and
sincerely manifest in our words, actions, and relationships.

Compassion is our beacon of hope as we navigate this dark and chaotic time. May we always find
comfort and courage in Amida Buddha’s unwavering embrace.

Namo Amida Butsu,
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Qéﬂ

Ronald K. Hanaoka Memorial Scholarship

LHM member Ronald Hanaoka, deceased, left $50,000 to LHM to be
used for scholarships of $1000 per year for LHM members pursuing a
post-secondary education. The general criteria for awarding the
scholarship are:

The applicant must be a member of Lihue Hongwanji Mission for at least 2 years.

The applicant must be or plan to be enrolled in any accredited college, university,
community college or vocational school in the United States.

The applicant must be a senior in high school, or already enrolled in a qualified school.

One scholarship will be awarded each year. If there is no qualified applicant in a year, an

additional scholarship may be awarded in succeeding years.

= A student may be awarded the scholarship multiple times if there is no other qualified
applicant.

= You may request the application form and complete requirements from Rev. Yagi or by
emailing lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com.

= The completed forms are due on April 15, 2026.

Y

Y
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Welcome Message at the 114" Legislative Assembly Service
Lynne Matsumura, President of LHM
February 20, 2026
“I am thankful for God. No, | mean Jesus.” Those were the exact words from my 8-year-old
grandson. His school assignment at Thanksgiving was to write what he was thankful for.
“WHAT??” | panicked.
| am Lynne Matsumura, grandma of Keito and Miley, mother of Kyle and Darryl, one of five
daughters of Kiyoshi and Fumiko Sasaki and member and current President of Lihue Hongwaniji
Mission. Thank you for listening to my message today.
“WHAT??” Oh no! He’s been possessed! Calm down. He has a right to choose what he
believes in.
| said “Why Jesus?” He confidently said — “Jesus saved us.” | asked “How did Jesus save us.”
He matter-of-factly answered “Jesus sacrificed himself for us.”
| was dumbfounded. | know that his mother is a non-practicing Christian. What happened is
that he had gone with friends to a public Halloween gathering sponsored by a local church,
where the pastor told the kids these things. But he remembered it, and seemed to believe it.
| fumbled over some explanation that we go to the Buddhist church and that he might
remember the temple from his preschool days and that we believe that Amida Buddha saves
us. | felt like a failure for not exposing and immersing him in Buddhist teachings.
So, | went to the Sangha for guidance. | confided in my grandma friends at the temple. We
lamented that we need to provide opportunities for the public to learn about Buddhist
teachings as Christians have done.
| went to the Dharma for guidance. | told Rev. Yagi about the incident. He shared with me his
Thanksgiving message from his meeting with the Lihue Hongwaniji Preschool children. It was
truly a message of Sharing Gratitude that made no reference to the Buddha and was
appropriate for children of any faith. It made me realize that Shin Buddhism is not about
imposing a belief on people. It showed me that the Dharma is universal and doesn’t need to be
ingrained as Buddhist teachings. My own conclusion is that for now, conveying Buddhist values
to my grandchildren is simply “grandma’s wisdom” and later they will come to know that it is
the essence of the Dharma.
Why did | tell you this story? | believe that it’s the reason I’'m here today. It’s the reason you're
here today. Our common goal is to sustain Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.
Lihue Hongwaniji Mission celebrated our 125™ anniversary in 2025. Planning the event was an
opportunity to study our history and reminisce about the old days. | was truly impressed by the
leaders who put their time, effort and money into our temple. My own father was the

President of Lihue Hongwanji Mission exactly 60 years before me. He Conti
ontinued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

served in 1964, 1965 and 1966. Our new temple was built during his time as president. He was
50 years old in 1966, a grandfather with children still in high school and college. At the same
time, he was a self-employed businessman and was active in PTA and Lions Club. He and many
others like him made time for the church. What was their motivation? | think that it was
important to them to have religion in their family’s lives — for most of them, the faith that they
grew up with. Maybe today, for good or bad, we actually try not to impose our beliefs on our
children, allowing them to choose. Clearly by my experience, I’'m not doing a very good job of
encouraging my own family to consider Buddhism as a choice.

It is evident by all of the Resolutions that will come up today. We’ve identified the problem,
over and over again. We are desperate to find answers. Have we, by being here today,
accepted the task of making a positive difference? YES! Let’s do it!

Thank you.

Namo Amida Butsu.

Request for donations for bon dance ingredients:
> Rice (15-20 |b. bags only) — 15 bags
> Japanese vinegar (24 oz. bottles)— 8 bottles

>Spam (25% less salt type only) — 24 cans j?o‘)
/

> Kauai salt — 4 cups

> Kaizami shoga — 4 bottles o AU,

> Quaker oats (42 oz. box) — 2 boxes
>Sugar (10 |b. bags only) — 10 bags
Note: packaging size of rice and sugar specified for easy handling

Please inform Lynette Mizuo or email lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com to let us know if you
wish to donate any of the above.
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Bon Dance Practice Schedules

Lihue Hongwaniji: 1st and 3rd Thursdays from March 5 through May 21, 7:00 pm in the Social
Hall. Everyone welcome.

West Kauai Hongwanji, Hanapepe: Every Thursday beginning February 5, 6:00 pm.

Beginners Only. “

Kapa’a Hongwanji: Mondays from March 9 through July 13, 6:00 pm. > L.
NP

No new dances will be added this year. Two dances have been eliminated so : oA

there will only be 18 dances in the 2026 program. Come join us to learn or < Q<

refresh your dance moves.

Lihue Hongwanji Mission’s Bon Dance will be held on June 19 and 20. Everyone’s
help is needed to make it a success! Please volunteer by calling the P
office at (808)245-6262 or email lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com. /"

~ ™~

/S N

e |
2026 Kauai Bon Dance Schedule ( J(,nge /
June 12-13 Waimea Higashi Hongwanji Mission \_@;?'//
June 19-20 Lihue Hongwanji Mission
June 26-27 Waimea Shingon Mission
July 3-4 No Bon Dance
July 10-11 Kauai Soto Zen Temple
July 17-18 Kapaa Hongwanji Mission
July 24-25 West Kauai Hongwanji—Hanapepe Temple

In preparation for the 2026 Bon Dance, if you have a used
refrigerator or freezer in working condition, please consider
donating it to LHM. If you have one to donate, please contact the
office at (808)245-6262 or email
lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com.

Mahalo!
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Eshinni—Kakushinni Service

LHWA Meetings for 2026

All of the LHWA meetings

will take place after refreshments.
Dates are subject to change. Please
check here & page 2 for updates.

May 17
August 9
November 15

Join us on April 19 at 9:30 am at LHM for the
annual Eshinni-Kakushinni Service sponsored
by the Kauai United Hongwanji Buddhist

will be Mrs. Tamayo Matsumoto.

of Shinran Shonin, and Kakushinni, their
daughter. Come for the service and stay for
refreshments.

Everyone is welcome!

Women’s Association (KUHBWA). The speaker

This special service is to honor Eshinni, the wife

o

6\

KUHBWA Scholarship, 2026

Kauai United Hongwanji Buddhist Women’s Association (KUHBWA) has a
scholarship program available for students at any accredited college, university or
community college in the United States. Scholarships are $1000 each and will be
awarded to qualified seniors from a Hongwanji temple on Kauai.

Application forms will be available on March 1 from the temple minister or temple
BWA president, Carol Valentine, which will include all of the necessary information.
Please contact the temple for additional information.

Applications must be postmarked by: May 11, 2026
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8 O YEAR OF THE HORSE O 8
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We recently did a unit on character development; being trustworthy,
respectful, responsible, fair, caring, and being a good citizen. We hope these
qualities will resonate with the children and be instilled in them as they grow
and develop into contributing citizens of this world. I+ was a good reminder
for the teachers as well to do good.

We also had a successful session on Safe Touching with Matt and Jade from
the YWCA.

The Bunnies class is studying The Five Senses and the Bear class is studying
Communication and The ABC's.

We would like to thank Rev . Yagi, Morton, Lynne, Carol O., and Carol V. for
their donations and help with our daily activities.

We hope everyone had a Happy Valentine's Day.

Happy Chinese New Year as well. It's the year of the horse.
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Food Drive @

In honor of love and gratitude in the month of February, LHM sponsored a food drive for
the Hawaii Food Bank, Kauai, to help the keiki, kupuna and families across our island
experiencing food insecurity. Thank you for your generosity with non-perishable
donations and monetary donations. All are gratefully received.

Because of the storm closure on Sunday February 8, we are extending the food drive an
extra weekend in March.

Tables for Donation

If you or someone you know has an interest in tables, please read this description and
see the photo included.

LHM has 8, 8-foot tables set out on the lanai in front of the Social Hall for anyone who
wants them. They are metal and pressed wood folding tables that are no longer
needed.

All 8 tables are there for the

taking. PLEASE, do NOT take
the dolly the tables are sitting
on.

The tables are free; just pick
them up yourself. No delivery.
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Kauai Buddhist Council

Buddha Day Service

April 12,2026, 9:30 a.m.

West Kauai Hongwanji Mission Hanapepe Temple
Guest Speaker: Rimban Yuika Hasebe
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AS FEBRUARY 17, 2026

DHARMA WHEEL

3/2026

If there are errors please email us at: lihuchongwanjimission@gmail.com or call the office at 808-245-6262.

FUNERAL SERVICE DONATION:

In memory of Akiye Higashi
Alvin Higashi

MEMORIAL SERVICE DONATION:

In memory of Mitsuru “Sammy” Sasaki (33 Yrs.)
Joyce Sasaki
Blaine Sasaki

In memory of Hisashi Hadama (33 Yrs.)
Lauretta Hadama & Dennis Hadama

In memory of James Miyamoto
Janet Niitani & Family

In memory of Teruichi Matsushima
Joyce Sasaki

In memory of Jack T. Harada
Morton & Carolyn Yamasaki

In memory of Betty Tanabe
Morton & Carolyn Yamasaki

In memory of Ralph Duncan
Wayne Fujioka & Carol Valentine

In memory of Shoji Tomita & Florence Tomita
Jerry & Nancy Berson
Lisa Tomita
Kerry Han

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Chohei Watanabe
Dr. Donald & Joann Kawane

COLUMBARIUM DONATION:

In memory of James Miyamoto
Janet Niitani & Family

In memory of George & Elsie Toyofuku
Guy & Lori Toyofuku

NEW YEAR DONATION:

Daniel Yotsuda

HOONKO SERVICE DONATION:

Glenn & Gail Shibuya
Natsuko Daida

Atrlene Fujikawa

Wayne Fujioka & Carol Valentine
Hiroko Kurashige

Edith Ushio

Gladys Fujiuchi

Morton & Carolyn Yamasaki
Winston & Marian Ogata
Karen Nishimoto

Jan Okinishi
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MEMORIALS

In the Buddhist tradition, compassion and love are seen as two aspects of same thing:
compassion is the wish for another being to be free from suffering;
love is wanting them to have happiness.

Dalai Lama

MEMORIAL SERVICE (HOYO)

MARCH - APRIL
The following is a list of members who passed away during the months of March and April. In Jodo Shin

Buddhism, memorial services are observed to remind the family members of the compassion of Amida
Buddha in memory of the deceased. Lihue Hongwanji Mission recommends that the families and relatives
of the deceased members listed below contact the temple office at (808) 245-6262 for an appointment.

1st YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2025
2025 March 23 James Uemura

25th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2002

2002 March 24 Masae Kanemoto

2025  April 29 Setsuo Ushio

2002 April 6 Shigeyo “Doris” Watanabe
3rd YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2024 2002 April9 Richard Moriwaki
2024 NONE 2002 April 23 Hisashi Seki

7th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2020
2020 NONE

33rd YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—1994
1994 March 30 Jiro Yamamoto

13th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2014
2014 NONE

50th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—1977

17th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2010

1977 March 21 Tome Yamamoto
2010 April 3 Yaeko Fujimoto o

1977 March 25 Nobuo Miyaji
2010 April 23 Toshie Hada

1977 April 6 Soyo Morinaka

2010 April 30 Violet Uemura
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Spring Higan Service
Sunday March 15, 2026, 9:00 am
Speaker: Rev. David Fujimoto,
Moiliili Hongwanji, Oahu
(in-person speaker)

Buddha Day Service
Sunday April 12 at 9:30 a.m.
West Kauai Hongwanji, Hanapepe, Social Hall
Speaker: Rimban Yuika Hasebe, Hawaii Betsuin

Lihue Hongwanji Mission, a Shin Buddhist Temple

Lihue Hongwanji Mission
3-3556 Kuhio Highway
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Return Service Requested

Nurturing Nembutsu

(Sharing Gratitude)

Email: lihuehongwanjimission(@gmail.com

|
WE’RE ON THE WEB!

lihuehongwanji.org

Address Label
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