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Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude

2026 New Year’s Greetings From His Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani

As we welcome the arrival of the New Year, | extend my sincere greetings.

In recent years, natural disasters—including typhoons, torrential rains,
earthquakes, and large-scale wildfires—have occurred with increasing
frequency both in Japan and around the world, causing devastating damage
and casualties. | offer my heartfelt condolences for those who lost their lives,
and | express my deepest sympathy to all who have been affected. | fervently
hope that you may all regain normalcy in your daily lives as soon as possible.

Last year marked a significant milestone, the 80th anniversary of the end of
World War II. In July, | had the honor of attending memorial services in
Okinawa, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki—places that suffered destruction beyond
words—and had the precious opportunity to listen to the accounts of those
who lived through the war. | once again engraved in my heart the words of
Sokunyo Monshu who said at the 1995 “50th Anniversary of the End of World
War Il Memorial Service for All the War Dead”: “We cannot help but feel deep
remorse before the Buddhas and Spiritual Leaders for the fact that we were
unfaithful to the teachings of our Founder and actively cooperated with the
war in the name of Buddhism.” With renewed recognition of our organization’s
wartime responsibility, | reaffirmed my resolve as we continue forward on this
path.

In the postwar years, our organization began its journey by refusing to avert its
eyes from the fact of its active cooperation and involvement in the war, and by
striving to build a peaceful society in which all people may live in spiritual
fulfillment. We must continue to confront these truths with sincerity and
ensure that such errors are never repeated. Even now, around the world, wars
and conflicts persist, and countless precious lives remain at risk. In such times,
let us hold close to our hearts Shinran Shonin’s aspiration— “May there be
peace in the world, and may the Buddha’s teaching spread!”—and walk each
day in harmony with this wish.

January 1, 2026

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

This translation is prepared by the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.
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Calendar of Events

JANUARY 2026

Thur 1 10:00 AM New Year’s Day Service
LHM Board of Directors
Installation

Sun 4 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service
Birthday & Monthly
Memorial

Thur 8 7:00 PM Board of Directors Mtg.
(via videoconference)

Sun 11 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service

Sun 18 9:00 AM Hoonko Service

Sun 25 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service

CLEAR UMBRELLA

Please call the
office to arrange

! to pick up. |
. I
! !
v
e 2 4
< ‘ Columbarium Hours
\NW‘\&“‘“““‘ Our Columbarium is locked 24/7.

If you wish to visit the
Columbarium, please call the
temple, (808) 245-6262, to make arrangements
with Rev. Yagi during office hours.
Thank you for your understanding.
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FEBRUARY 2026

Sun 1 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service
Birthday & Monthly
Memorial

Sun 8 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service

Thur 12 7:00 PM Board of Directors Mtg.
(via videoconference)

Sun 15 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service
(installation of LHWA
Board)
LHWA meeting & luncheon
following refreshments

Fri& 20- Legislative Assembly

Sat 21 (to be held on Oahu)

Sun 22 9:00 AM Family Dharma Service

Office Hours

Rev. Yagi is the oversee minister for Kapa’a
Hongwaniji in addition to being the resident
minister for LHM.

Office hours have changed as he will be in
Kapa’a one day per week, on Wednesdays,
and on the last Sunday of each month. All
times are subject to change based on needs. If
you would like to talk with Rev. Yagi, please
call to make an appointment.

Mondays and Fridays will be Rev. Yagi’s days
off, the additional day off per Honpa guideline
changes.

Please remember to call ahead of time if you
wish to see Rev. Yagi.
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Dharma Message from Rev. Yagi DHARMA WHEEL ~ 1/2026

AKEMASHITE OMEDETOU GOZAIMASU!

Happy New Year! May the Infinite Light and Life of Amida Buddha awaken in each
of us a fresh sense of joy as we welcome a brand-new year into our lives.

Mahalo for the friendship, understanding, and support so many of you have
: extended to me during the past year. | humbly ask for your continued support and
guidance as we move forward together.

Recently, | read an interesting article accompanied by photos about 0zoni. Ozoni is a soup made with
mochi and vegetables and is an essential dish for celebrating the New Year in Japan. In the Kansai
area, where | am originally from, 0zoni is made with white miso (shiro miso) and round mochi, while in
the Kanto area, it is generally prepared as a clear soup with square mochi. The seasoning and
ingredients vary by region and even by household. One of the special features of ozoni is its reflection
of local culture through the use of additional ingredients, such as fish, chicken, and other regional
specialties. It is a cherished tradition in Japan for families to enjoy 0zoni together with osechi ryori
(special New Year dishes).

At Lihue Hongwaniji, following our New Year’s Eve service, temple members line up to ring the temple
bell. Traditionally, the bell is struck 108 times, symbolizing the 108 characteristics of our human
nature, known as bonné (Blind Passions). However, the striking of the bell does not rid us of these 108
blind passions. Instead, it serves as a reminder of who we truly are.

Shinran Shonin taught that as long as we are preoccupied with our 108 passions, we will not fully
understand the intention of the Primal Vow of Amida Buddha. Only when we realize how truly limited
we are as human beings and face our deep ignorance do we come to rely completely on Amida
Buddha.

To truly see our ignorance, anger, self-centeredness, and our 108 passions is, in fact, liberating. This
realization frees us because we can finally awaken to our true selves. In Jodo Shinshi, we are liberated
because we are foolish—not in spite of it. Recognizing our foolish, human nature is an essential part of
our awakening.

At the beginning of the year 2026, | would like to wish you and your families a meaningful and fulfilling
year. | also wish to express my sincerest appreciation and gratitude to all of you for making this past
year such a valuable and rewarding experience. Being able to share the Nembutsu teaching with you
has been truly wonderful for me.

Let us continue to work together in 2026 to make Lihue Hongwanji Mission a welcoming and
supportive environment for hearing the Nembutsu teachings.

May gratitude and appreciation enter your lives as you awaken to the Nembutsu teaching.
Namo Amida Butsu

Rev. Shawn Kosho Yagi
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Happy New Year!

As we welcome another year, let us once again be mindful that we are all
embraced by Amida Buddha’s boundless Compassion. With deep gratitude, | look
forward to walking the path of the Nembutsu together with all of you in the coming
year. | would also like to express my heartfelt appreciation for your continued
understanding and support of the various activities of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission
of Hawaii.

In October of last year, | had an opportunity to visit Ryukoku University in Kyoto.
While there, a framed calligraphy on the wall caught my eye. It read, “3:55 &

#%” ( “Let us together form the karmic bond to come”). This particular work was written by Rev.
Shunkai Matsuura, the former Chief Priest of Mibu Temple in Kyoto and a graduate of Ryukoku University.
With his calligraphy, he expressed the wish that “people from various backgrounds come together, cherish
the bond they share, and move forward toward a common goal.”

| found these words truly inspiring. Upon returning to Hawaii, | learned that this phrase originally
comes from an ancient Chinese poem: “Mountains and rivers may divide us, but the wind and moon share
the same sky. Sending this robe to my fellow disciples (of the Buddha), may we together form a karmic
bond.” Over 1,300 years ago, Prince Nagaya of Japan had these words embroidered on a thousand robes
sent to the Tang dynasty, wishing that, even though we are different, our shared goal is to spread the
teachings of Buddha. It is said that the great Chinese master Ganjin was deeply moved by this message,
which inspired him to cross the sea to Japan to transmit the Buddhist precepts.

In our Hongwanji Sangha, too, people of many backgrounds come together. Each of us carries our
own karmic conditions—unique and irreplaceable by others. There are moments when we may wish that
someone could take our place, or when we long to carry another’s burden, but ultimately, we each must
walk our own path. At times, this journey makes you feel lonely or uncertain.

Yet, Amida Buddha never abandons us. Out of immeasurable Compassion, Amida Buddha fulfilled
the Vow to bring every being to the Pure Land. That compassionate calling—“Namo Amida Butsu”—
reaches each one of us, here and now. Through the Nembutsu, we come to realize that the path we once
thought we walked alone is in fact illuminated by Amida’s Light and is shared with many fellow travelers.
From that awareness arises a heart of gratitude and joy.

Let us make this year another opportunity to listen deeply to Amida Buddha’s compassionate
calling. In keeping with our 2026 theme, “Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude,” may we live each day
with appreciation and share the joy of a life of gratitude with others.

May this year be filled with the warmth of Amida’s Compassionate Light, peace of mind, and the joy
of the Nembutsu for you and your loved ones.

In Gassho,
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani

Bishop
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
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Happy New Year! Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu! Hauoli Makahiki Hou!

Aloha kakou! I hope that you and your loved ones are in good spirits as we
enter the New Year — 2026!

Yes, another year has gone by quickly. | can look back at the past year and
I’'m happy that the year has gone well for my family. At the same time, | am
aware that we are all a year older. | am sure that each one of us can recall losing
a dear friend, colleague or family member this past year. Let us take a moment
to be grateful for the connection that we enjoyed and still do enjoy with that per-

son or persons.

It has occurred to me more than once in the past year that | won’t be here
forever. This realization often happens when [ first get up in the morning. | think
to myself, “Hey, I'm over 70!” Maybe it is because | must stretch out the stiffness in my fingers in the
morning (“welcome to the land of osteoarthritis” says my friend the rheumatologist). | stretch muscles in
my low back and legs before | can “bounce” out of bed. Realizing the truth of the impermanence of life
makes me try to make the most of every day.

Our theme and slogan for 2026 is, “Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude”. Shinran Shonin taught
that the Nembutsu, the name of Amida Buddha, verbalized as Namo Amida Butsu is an expression of
gratitude. The Nembutsu, Namo Amida Butsu, is our grateful response to Amida Buddha‘s Calling Voice.
Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude reminds us that every moment of our lives, Amida Buddha
embraces us with immeasurable Wisdom and Compassion. We respond to Amida‘s compassionate calling
voice with profound gratitude.

This is my last New Year’s Greeting to you as President of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.

Our Hawaii Kyodan Bylaws specifies term limits for the office of President and the last of my three terms
will end with the close of our Legislative Assembly in February 2026. | plan to remain active on the HK
Board of Directors as Immediate Past President and | look forward to seeing many of you in the future via
Zoom or in person at various activities.

Serving as your president has been a wonderful life experience for me. | have made Dharma friends
across our state, nationally and internationally. | have experienced many “Nembutsu Moments” learning
about and living Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. | would like to express my deep appreciation to all of you for
assisting in our mission to “share the living teachings of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism so that all people can
have lives of harmony, peace and gratitude”. Your dedication, creativity and determination in sharing the
Nembutsu teachings makes a difference in our world.
| hope that you will enjoy peace and happiness in the New Year!

“As one little candle lights another, so the light of Buddha‘s compassion will pass from one mind to
another mind endlessly”. (The Teaching of Buddha)

With Gassho,
Warren Tamamoto
President, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
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New Year’s Message, LHM President

Happy New Year Everyone!

I’'m pleased to say that we had a good 2025 at Lihue Hongwanji Mission. The
kitchen renovation was completed before the Bon Dance. The audio/visual
equipment was upgraded in both the temple and social hall. The Bon Dance
went well with the help of many people who stepped up to the challenge. We
had about 90 members come to the 125" Celebration. A record number of
members in recent years participated in the General Cleanup and attended the
General Membership meeting. The first ever Bare Necessities Drive drew an
overwhelming response. These were just the highlights. On a daily basis, we
have the Preschool, martial arts, pickleball, and LHWA activities ongoing. I’d say that we have a thriving
temple.

You can look forward to some new events in 2026. Three people have contributed new ideas that are in
the planning stage now.

If there’s one thing that is undisputably true, it’s that time passes. You can do something or you can do
absolutely nothing. You may be here or you may not be, but tomorrow will come. 2026 is here.

Together, let’s make it another good year! @ ®
Y -\// %
In Gassho, &_g%ﬁﬁm%n/ﬂ_,
o o @ @ & ﬁ

Lynne Matsumura

2026 Board of Directors

President Lynne Matsumura One-year Directors Wayne Fujioka

Vice President-Admin Carol Valentine Lynette Mizuo

Vice President-Facilities Morton Yamasaki Dennis Muffly

Vice President-Religious/

L Immediate Past President Carol Valentine
Temple Activities

Gail Shibuya

Secretary Kris Nakamura LHWA Representative Carol Valentine

Assistant Secretary

Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Two-year Directors

Diane Fukuyama

Carol Ozaki

Avis Hirahara
Alton Amimoto
Sandie Fujimoto

Karen Nishimoto

Minister Ex-officio

Rev. Shawn Yagi
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2026 Theme and Slogan
“Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude”

Living with the Nembutsu gently guides our hearts toward gratitude, humility, and
connection. Nurturing the Nembutsu becomes not only a journey of personal
transformation but also a shared joy that goes beyond our individual lives. The
Nembutsu is a living reminder of our interconnectedness and a celebration of the
many blessings we receive. It is a heartfelt acknowledgement that our life is only
possible through countless causes and conditions.

Gratitude is the foundation from which spiritual growth begins. When nurtured, gratitude changes our
perceptions, allowing us to see the extraordinary in everything around us. In the practice of Nembutsu,
gratitude isn't just reserved for big gestures or rare moments — it is woven into every fleeting moment
of our daily life.

To nurture Nembutsu is to cultivate a grateful awareness of life as it is. Sharing gratitude with others
enhances its transformative power, building bonds of empathy and mutual understanding, breaking
down barriers, and reminding us of our shared humanity. As Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani writes, “Rather
than to simply live day in and day out as if we are just 'going through the motions,' in the teaching's
illuminating light we can find clarity and meaning in our lives. Not separating ourselves from society, it is
important that we live within the priceless interconnections that we have with one another and support
each other.”

Living the Nembutsu means training our heart and mind to return to gratitude repeatedly. Over time,
we become more open, more compassionate, and less quick to judge others. Our burdens feel lighter,
and our joy grows even greater, as our founder Shinran Shonin reflects in his sacred writings. Nurturing
the Nembutsu is not about perfection but about perseverance. The willingness to start again and to
remember gratitude, especially during challenging times, is an act of courage and trust in Amida
Buddha’s compassionate Vow.

Nurturing Nembutsu is a continuous, dynamic journey of self-discovery and spiritual transformation, an
invitation to cultivate gratitude deep within our hearts. The essence of Nembutsu is gratitude: for life,
connection, and the Buddha’s boundless compassion that sustains and nurtures us. May we always
remember to give thanks—for every breath, every lesson, and every act of kindness—and may our
gratitude shine as a beacon of hope in a troubled world.

Namo Amida Butsu,

Rev. Blayne Higa

Director

Buddhist Study Center
Office of Buddhist Education
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Hoonko Service
The Hoonko service is the memorial service of our founder, Shinran
Shonin, to recall and appreciate Shinran Shonin, and listen to the
Nembutsu teachings.
Shinran Shonin passed away on January 16, 1263 at the age of 90.
After he passed away, many followers recalled Shinran Shonin, then they
gathered together and had the service on his memorial day every year.
For the Shinran Shonin's 33rd year memorial service, Kakunyo Shonin, the 3rd Monshu of
Hongwaniji, decided on the system of the ceremony and composed "Hoonko-Shiki" to
praise Shinran Shonin's virtue. This is the beginning of the Hoonko Service. Since then,
Jodo Shinshu followers have observed the Hoonko service on the memorial day of
Shinran Shonin for approximately 700 years.
At the Hoonko service, we express our appreciation and gratitude for the life of Shinran,
who really shows us that the Buddha dharma is found, not in monastic rules, severe
discipline, endless meditation or scholastic study, but in our lives, right here, right now.
All it takes is a change of heart.
Hoonko service at Lihue Hongwaniji will be observed on Sunday January 18, 2026.

e

Lihue Hongwanji Mission’s Bon Dance will be held on June 19 and g

20. Everyone’s help is needed to make it a success! Please volunteer
by calling the office at (808)245-6262 or email

G
lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com. ( )(;\(\*,e

2026 Kauai Bon Dance Schedule \\w
June 12-13 Waimea Higashi Hongwanji Mission

June 19-20 Lihue Hongwanji Mission

June 26-27 Waimea Shingon Mission

July 3-4 No Bon Dance

July 10-11 Kauai Soto Zen Temple

July 17-18 Kapaa Hongwanji Mission

July 24-25 West Kauai Hongwanji—Hanapepe Temple
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In December we participated in the Women's Association 's Bare Necessities Drive. Many
families as well as staff members donated to help families that are struggling . It was a
good reminder to think of others during this time of year. We would be happy to
participate again .

On December 18 th we had our Christmas Program and luncheon. The children were so
excited when Santa came to visit. We would like to thank Rev. Yagi and Lynne Matsumura
for their help that day.

We would like everyone to have a very happy and safe New Year.
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New Members Welcome

2026

» T ° — e
Omen's A7
- 2026 Officers
LHWA Meetings for 2026

All of the LHWA meetings
will take place after refreshments.
Dates are subject to change. Please
check here & page 2 for updates.
February 15
(Including Installation and luncheon)
May 17
August 9
November 15

President-Carol Valentine

VP of Program-Karen Nishimoto

VP of Projects-Marian Ogata
Recording Secretary-Lynne Matsumura
Corresponding Secretary-Gail Shibuya
Asst. Corr. Secretary-Lynette Mizuo
Treasurer-Yoko Takabayashi

Asst. Treasurer-Mona Lee

Auditors-Carol Ozaki & Diane Fukuyama

»

NG
c0W"2027
18th WORLD

BUDDHIST WOMEN'’S
CONVENTION

September 11-12, 2027
Hilton Hawaiian Village

The World BWA Convention is held every four years,\\

rotating among the world districts. Hawaii has the
privilege of hosting the convention in 2027. We last
traveled to Kyoto, Japan in 2023 and combined it with the
Joint Celebration of the 850th birthday of Shinran Shonin
and the 800th anniversary of the establishment of the
Hongwanji at Honzan.

Join the LHWA for the opportunity to attend the World
Convention, meet fellow Buddhist followers from Japan,
Canada, the US mainland and Brazil, participate in
educational workshops, and enjoy the fun and excitement

of the event.

.\\ Live Peace, Live Aloha, Live as One in the Nembutsu //
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Bare Necessities Drive

Taylor Nishimoto, a member of the Lihue Hongwanji Mission and a social worker with Child and
Family Services, approached LHM asking for donations of slippers, clothing, shopping bags.
toiletries, blankets, towels, and new pillows for clients in need of assistance. Thus, the KUHBWA
“Bare Necessities Drive” was held in the months of November and December. The project was
further extended through the KUHBWA to include West Kauai Hongwanji’s assistance. Upon
learning about the Drive, the Kapaa Hongwanji Mission members and the Lihue Hongwanji
Preschool parents also chose to participate. The collective response of kindness and generosity
from all parts of Kauai was extremely overwhelming and heartwarming. Thank you very much for
your donation and be assured that it will make a difference for those in suffering and in need. Much
gratitude to Rev. Yagi and Rev Hojo for their support and guidance, and to Lynne Matsumura, Carol
Valentine, Taylor Nishimoto, Karen Nishimoto, Kenneth Mizuo, Lynette Mizuo, Sandie Fujimoto,
Shirley Kakuda, and Roberta Yanagawa for their leadership and assistance.

Nana’s House

West Kauai Hongwanji Mission
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AS DECEMBER 16, 2025
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If there are errors please email us at: lihuchongwanjimission@gmail.com or call the office at 808-245-6262.

MEMORIAL DONATION:

In memory of Sadako Higuchi (33 Yrs.)
Roger & Cheryl Lohman
Gordon & Anne Higuchi

In memory of Tamotsu Nishio (25 Yrs.)
Arlene Fujikawa

In memory of Kaoru Okubo (25 Yrs.)
Calvin & Lenora Okubo

In memory of Minoru & Irene Shimokawa (7 Yrs.)
Suzette Naito
Wesley & Marcia Shimokawa

In memory of Judy Segawa (7 Yrs.)
Roy & Jane lwane

In memory of Arleen Marugame (1 Yr.)
Kathleen Sasaki

In memory of Paul Miyamoto
Janet Niitani

In memory of Ruth Lauterwald
Wesley & Marcia Shimokawa

In memory of James Uemura
Wesley & Marcia Shimokawa

In memory of Setsuo Ushio
Wesley & Marcia Shimokawa

In memory of Itaru Kido
Wesley & Marcia Shimokawa

In memory of Robert Wertz

Wayne Fujioka & Carol Valentine
In memory of Roy Fujioka

Carol Fujioka

COLUMBARIUM DONATION:

In memory of George & Elsie Toyofuku
Guy & Lori Toyofuku

125" ANNIVERSARY DONATION:

In Honor of Revs. Thomas Okano, Yukiko Motoyoshi,
and Midori Kondo

Wesley & Marcia Shimokawa
Alan & Dale Masumura

HAPPINESS DONATION:

Glenn Shibuya (Birthday)

SOCIAL CONCERNS: @)

o
T,

Arlene Fujikawa

can be mailed.

To all Lihu’e Hongwanji members:

If you would like a copy of your 2025 donations for tax purposes, please contact the
office (808-245-6262) to request that it be mailed to you. If there is no answer, please
leave a detailed message including your name and address along with the request.
You may also make a request via email at lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com .

Please remember to include your name and mailing address so your donation copy

Deadline for request is January 15, 2026.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE (HOYO)
JANUARY - FEBRUARY

The following is a list of members who passed away during the months of January and February. In Jodo
Shin Buddhism, memorial services are observed to remind the family members of the compassion of Amida

Buddha in memory of the deceased. Lihue Hongwanji Mission recommends that the families and relatives
of the deceased members listed below contact the temple office at (808) 245-6262 for an appointment.

1st YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2025 25th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2002
2025 January29  Arleen Marugame

2002 January 10 Kaoru Okubo
2002 January 20 Fujie Shinseki

3rd YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2024 2002 January 21 Aiko Hamura
2024  January 3 Frances Fujioka 2002 January 31 Rﬁ.v' Sachihide Motoyo-
sni

2002 February 25 Isao Yoshishige
7th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2020

2020 January 12 Chimako Miyoshi

2002 February 27 Murae Inouye

2020 January 23 Allen Michioka
33rd YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—1994

1994  February 6 Mitsuru Sasaki
2020  February 6 Yoshiko Hayashi 1994  February 13  Hisashi Hadama

2020 February 2 Matsuyo Seki

13th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2014
2014 NONE 50th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—1977

1977 January 25 Yonezo Kanja
17th YEAR MEMORIAL SERVICE—2010 1977 February 16 Tamako Mickamy

2010 January?7 Richard Tokunaga
2010 January 13 Cynthia Masukawa

epruar oree Isobe &<O)])
2010 February 3 Ad Isob Q g)

2010 February 6 Michiko Higashi



Hoonko Service
In honor of Shinran Shonin,
the founder of Jodo Shinshu
Sunday January 18, 2026
9:00 am

24926

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Lihue Hongwanji Mission, a Shin Buddhist Temple

Lihue Hongwanji Mission
3-3556 Kuhio Highway
Lihue, Hawaii 96766

Return Service Requested

Nurturing Nembutsu

(Sharing Gratitude)

Email: lihuehongwanijimission(@gmail.com

|
WE’RE ON THE WEB!

lihuehongwanji.org

Address Label
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